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have been of gsntlc birth. He was of ignoble stature,
but with a quick and flashing eye; his spare, Peter the
sharp person seemed instinct with the fire which Hermit-
worked within his restless soul. He was a Frank (of
Amiens in Picardy), and therefore spoke most familiarly
the language of that people, ever ready for adventurous
warfare, especially warfare in the cause of religion.
Peter had exhausted, without satisfying the cravings of
iiis religious zeal, all the ordinary excitements, the
studies, the austerities and mortifications, the fasts and
prayers of a devout life. Still yearning for more powerful
emotions, he had retired into the solitude of the strictest
and severest cloister. There his undoubting faith beheld
in the visions of his disturbed and enthralled imagination
revelations from heaven. In those days such a man
could not but undertake a pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
more especially in times when martyrdom might be his
reward. The deeper his feelings at visiting the holy
places, the more strong would be his sorrow and indig-
nation at their desecration by their rude and cruel
masters. Peter saw with a bleeding heart the sufferings
and degradation of his brethren; his blood turned to fire;
the martial Frank was not extinct within him. In an
interview with Simeon, the persecuted patriarch, Peter
ventured to rebuke his despondency. When Simeon
deplored the hopeless weakness of the Byzantine Empire,
the natural lords and protectors of the Christians in
Syria, Peter fearlessly promised him the succour of
Western Christendom. His vow seemed to obtain the
ratification of God. Prostrate in the temple he heard,
as it were, the voice of our Lord himself, " Eise, Peter,
go forth to make known the tribulations of my people;
the hour is come for the delivery of my servants, for the
recovery of the Holy places!"

VOL. IV.                                                                  SI